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This material contains information effecting the National Defense of the Unlted States within the meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Titls 18, T.8.0.
Secs. 793 and 794, the transmisson or revelation of wmch in any menner t0 an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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SUBJECT: REPUBLICAN PARLY POSIT ION ON RATIFICATION OF CANAL :
TREATIES |
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le FDR LEADERS HAVE NOT YET TAKEN A POSITION ON THE NEW
CANAL TREATIES OR ON THE TIMINC OF THE IR RATIFICATION. THEY
ARE POSTPONING A DECISIOV UNT-L AFTER THEY HAVE RECEIVED THE
SPANISH TEXT aND THE PR LEADERS AND DEPUTIES HAVE HAD A CHANCE
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i TO DID yss THL_ TRLATIES IN DETATL WITH ONE OF THE NEGOTIATORSa
PRE S_LD NT ROBLES HAS APPROVJ:.D A MEET ING FOR THAT PURPOSE AND
IT IS EX EC ED TO TAKE PLACE SO'VIETIME DURING THE WEEK OF 24 JULY."
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. 2. SIMILAR MEETINGS WILL BE HELD WITH THE OTHER MAJOR
POLITICAL PARTIES DURING THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. ROBLES HAS
ASSURED PR LEADERS THAT HE WILL NOT AUTHORIZE THE SIGNING OF
THE TREATIES UNTIL HE HAS HAD THE VIEWS OF THE POLITICAL
PARTIES, AS WELL AS OF THE CABINET AND THE COUNCIL OF FOREIGN
RELAT IONS., | | |

3. '-co_f.msN_Té ' ROBLES WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE
TREATIES SIGNED IN TINE TO SUBMIT TO A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
NATIONAL ASSEWBLY ON | SEPTEWBER. HOWEVER, IF THERE IS ANY
SERIOUS DISUNITY WITHIN THE GOVIRNM?NT COALITION ON THE TREATIES, "Euﬁg“3Am"“ﬂgw
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HE MaY wELL HAV" TO POSTPO £ AT LEA::T THE RAlIFICATION UN"'IL
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3 E E‘L C IONS IN MAY 19680‘ THIS DECISION WILL DEPEND UPON
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THE RESULTS OF THE NEETINGS OF THE PARTIES WITH THE NEGOTIATORS.)
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4, PR LEADERS ARZ NOT IN FAVOR OF 'ROBLES® GOING TO
VASHIN\:TON FOR T.-E SIGNING CEREMONY IN ANY CASEav Ti :E IR REASONING
Is 1HA1 SUCH p. 'l'?ID IS UNNECLSSARY AND WOULD GIVE THE IMPRESSION
OF UNDUE Pal vAMA\IIp,’\I DEFERENCE TO THr_ UNITED STATES.
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